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HAMILTON MEDICAL CENTER RETAINS WHITFIELD CONTRACT

THE WHITFIELD COUNTY COMMISSION MET ON MONDAY, AUGUST 31, 2009 TO AWARD THE COUNTY EMS CONTRACT. THE BIDDERS WERE HAMILTON MEDICAL CENTER, CARE AMBULANCE AND LIFEGUARD EMS. THE COMMISSION AWARDED THE CONTACT TO HAMILTON MEDICAL CENTER, WHICH IS THE PRESENT CONTRACTOR.

EMS COUNCIL RETAINS PRESENT ZONING PLAN

THE REGION 1 EMS COUNCIL MET ON AUGUST 27, 2009 IN RINGGOLD AND DECIDED TO RETAIN THE PRESENT ZONING PLAN WHICH DIVIDES THE CITY OF FORT OGLETHORPE BY THE COUNTY LINE INTO A CATOOSA COUNTY ZONE COVERED BY ANGEL EMS AND A WALKER COUNTY ZONE COVERED BY WALKER COUNTY EMS. THE ZONING PLAN DOES ALLOW CONTRACTS WITH NON-ZONED PROVIDERS FOR 911 RESPONSES WITH BUSINESSES AND AGENCIES AS WELL AS REQUESTS FOR NON-ZONED EMS SERVICES THROUGH 911 CENTERS. 
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don starnes RETIREMENT PARTY

don starnes, director of bartow county ems has announced his plans for retirement. don was an original member of bartow county ems and has served both as the region 1 ems council chair as well as the emsac representative. a retirement party is scheduled at bartow ems for 11:00 – 1:00 on september 9. please rsvp to larry owens at 770-387-5160. don will also be recognized at the next ems council meeting on august 27. we will miss you don. 
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DON RECEIVES PLAQUE AND RESOLUTION FROM EMS COUNCIL CHAIRMAN BUD OWENS AT COUNCIL MEETING
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BENNIE LOU CARR

BENNIE LOU CARR SERVES AS THE PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER AT THE GEORGIA OFFICE OF EMS FROM 1967 TO HER RETIREMENT IN 1981. SHE WAS A TIRELESS ADVOCATE FOR EMS IN GEORGIA AND PRODUCED THE FIRST STATEWIDE EMS NEWSLETTER. SHE DIED ON AUGUST 9, 2009 AT AGE 90 BUT WILL ALWAYS BE REMEMBERED AS A TRUE EMS PIONEER.

PLEASE COMPLETE THE SURVEY

A SURVEY FOR ALL EMS SERVICES BY THE GEORGIA EMS ASSOCIATION HAS BEEN E-MAILED TO YOU WITH A USER NAME AND PASSWORD. PLEASE COMPLETE THIS SURVEY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. THE SURVEY ENABLES FUNDING OF SEVERAL PROJECTS SUCH AS THE PURCHASE OF AMBULANCES AND LAPTOPS FOR GEORGIA EMS SERVICES BY STATE AGENCIES. IF YOU HAVE ANY PROBLEMS OR QUESTIONS, CONTACT DAVID LOFTIN AT 706-295-6154 OR BY cdloftin@dhr.state.ga.us
CHANGE IN EMS INSTRUCTOR QUALIFYING EXAM

PROCESS

THE OFFICE OF EMS HAS ANNOUNCED A CHANGE IN THE PROCESS OF QUALIFYING TO BECOME A LEVEL 2 OR LEVEL 3 EMS INSTRUCTORS. THE CHANGES LINK THE QUALIFYING EXAM PREVIOUSLY PERFORMED BY REGIONAL EMS OFFICER PERSONNEL TWICE A YEAR TO EXISTING NATIONAL REGISTRY TESTS. THE REGIONAL EMS OFFICE MUST APPROVE THE INSTRUCTOR CANDIDATE PRIOR TO BEGINNING THE PROCESS. THE ENTIRE PROCESS CAN BE VIEWED ON POLICY PRO-C-11 AT

HTTP://WWW.EMS.GA.GOV

CONTACT DAVID FOSTER AT 706-295-6176 OR BY DTFOSTER@DHR.STATE.GA.US FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

H1N1 FLU RESPONSE PLAN INCLUDES EMS

THE STATE PLANS TO INCLUDE EMS IN THE RESPONSE PLAN TO THE PANDEMIC FLU RESPONSE FOR H1N1 (SWINE FLU). IF NEEDED TO SUPPLEMENT PUBLIC HEALTH NURSES IN A PUBLIC VACCINATION PROGRAM, EMTS MAY BE USED TO ADMINISTER THE FLU VACCINE AFTER SPECIAL TRAINING. THE TARGET POPULATIONS FOR H1N1 IS DIFFERENT THAN FOR SEASONAL FLU AND INCLUDE CHILDREN AND HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS. THE PLAN MAY ALSO INCLUDE THE PURCHASE OF DORM REFRIGERATORS FOR EMS UNITS TO TRANSPORT VACCINE. WE WILL INFORM YOU WHEN WE HAVE MORE INFORMATION. 

REDMOND REGIONAL EMS OFFERS EMS APPRECIATION LUNCH

REDMOND REGIONAL EMS WILL BE OFFERING A LUNCH FOR EMS PROFESSIONALS OUTSIDE THE EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT ON SEPTEMBER 15 FROM 11:00 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M. ALL EMS PROFESSIONALS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND. SHANE’S RIB SHACK WILL BE CATERING THE EVENT. 
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SEPTEMBER 11 OBSERVANCE

THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS HAVE RECOMMENDED A METHOD OF OBSERVANCE FOR THE EVENT ON THEIR WEBSITE AT http://forums.firehouse.com/showthread.php?t=40847
PLEASE LET US KNOW HOW YOU OBSERVED THE EVENT WITH PICTURES FOR THE NEXT ISSUE. 

COMBINED COSTAL EMS AND EMS EDUCATOR CONFERENCE 

THE GEORGIA ASSOCIATION OF EMS WILL SPONSOR A COMBINED EMS COASTAL AND EMS EDUCATOR CONFERENCE AT THE MARIOTT-SAVANNAH RIVERFRONT HOTEL FROM SEPTEMBER 12-15, 2009. YOU MAY REGISTER ON THE GEORGIA EMS ASSOCIATION WEBSITE AT http://www.ga-ems.com/ OR YOU MAY CONTACT REGION 1 EMS FOR AN APPLICATION. 

A QUESTION OF EMS LICENSES

QUESTION - ONCE AN AMBULANCE SERVICE OR LICENSED FIRST RESPONDER SERVICE IS GRANTED A LICENSE, MAY THEY OPERATE OUTSIDE OF THE COUNTY WHERE THEY ARE ORIGINALLY OPERATING WHEN THE LICENSE IS ISSUED. ANSWER – ANY EMS PROVIDER MAY OPERATE ANYWHERE IN GEORGIA ONCE GRANTED A LICENSE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY HEALTH. THEY ARE NOT RESTRICTED TO OPERATING IN THE COUNTY WHERE THEY WERE OPERATING WHEN GRANTED THE LICENSE. 

APPROVAL GIVEN TO RECRUIT REGION 1 EMS ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

REGION 1 EMS HAS BEEN GIVEN APPROVAL TO RECRUIT AN ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO REPLACE LINDA AVERY WHO RETIRED ON OCTOBER 31, 2008. WE HOPE TO HAVE THIS PERSON ON DUTY BY NOVEMBER 1, 2009. POSITIONS IN OTHER REGIONS ARE ALSO BEING RECRUITED SUCH AS EMS TRAINING COORDINATOR FOR REGION 6 (AUGUSTA) AND POSSIBLY THE EMS PROGRAM DIRECTORS FOR REGION 9 (SAVANNAH) AND REGION 10 (ATHENS). THANKS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY HEALTH, BILLY WATSON AND DR. PAT O’NEAL FOR THEIR CONTINUED SUPPORT IN FILLING THESE POSITIONS. 

