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SWINE FLU VACCINE AVAILABLE

THE H1N1 SINE FLU VACCINE IS NOW AVAILABLE AND THE TARGET POPULATION INCLUDES HEALTHCARE PROVIDERS INCLUDING EMS PERSONNEL. THE VACCINE IS NOW AVAILABLE THROUGH HEALTH DEPARTMENTS, PHARMACIES, DOCTORS OFFICES AND HOSPITALS. THE OTHER TARGET POPULATION FOR THIS VACCINE IS CHILDREN WHO MAY NOT HAVE IMMUNITY TO THIS STRAIN FROM PREVIOUS FLU ILLNESSES. SELECTED MEMBERS OF THE EMS COMMUNITY WILL RECEIVE TRAINING ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE H1N1 VACCINE SO THEY WILL BE PREPARED IF NEEDED IN A PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS.

REGION 1 MAY HAVE ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT SOON

IT SEEMS LIKE YESTERDAY BUT IT HAS BEEN ALMOST A YEAR SINCE LINDA AVERY RETIRED AS THE ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT FOR REGION 1. WE OBTAINED APPROVAL, INTERVIEWED APPLICANTS AND ARE NOW WAITING ON THE APPLICANT TO BE HIRED. WE WILL HAVE MORE IN THE NEXT ISSUE. 

AED GRANTS TO HELP FLOYD, FANNIN AND GILMER COUNTIES

DAVID LOFTIN WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF HEALTH DISTRICT 1.1 (ROME) AND 1.2 (DALTON) HAS ACQUIRED ALMOST A QUARTER OF A MILLION DOLLARS IN FEDERAL FUNDS FOR THE PURCHASE OF AEDS FOR POLICE AND FIRE AGENCIES. THE AEDS HAVE BEEN ORDERED FOR FLOYD COUNTY AND WILL EQUIP ALL POLICE VEHICLES IN THE COUNTY AFTER TRAINING IN CPR AND THE AED. THE AEDS WILL SOON BE ORDERED FOR FANNIN AND GILMER COUNTIES TO PLACE ONE ON EACH POLICE AND FIRE VEHICLE IN BOTH COUNTIES. 

REGION 1 COUNCIL TO MEET SOON
THE NORTHWEST GEORGIA REGION 1 EMS COUNCIL WILL MEET ON OCTOBER 15, 2009 IN ROME AT FLOYD MEDICAL CENTER EMS HEADQUARTERS LOCATED AT 500 RIVERSIDE PARKWAY. THE MEETING WILL START AT 11:00 A.M. PRECEDED BY AN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING AT 10:00 A.M. LUNCH WILL BE SERVED COMPLIMENTS OF FLOYD MEDICAL CENTER EMS AND GORDON COUNTY EMS. 
PLEASE CORRECT YOUR ADDRESS

YOU ARE REQUIRED BY THE OFFICE OF EMS TO NOTIFY THEM WHEN YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS. SEVERAL EMS PERSONNEL ARE HAVING PROBLEMS WITH THE AUDIT BECAUSE THEY FAILED TO CHANGE THEIR ADDRESS. THE OFFICE OF EMS IS ONLY REQUIRED TO MAIL NOTICES TO THEIR LAST KNOW ADDRESS SO THESE PEOPLE MAY HAVE TO GO THROUGH A REINSTATEMENT PROCESS TO REGAIN THEIR LICENSES. NOTIFY THE REGIONAL EMS OFFICE IF YOU HAVE MOVED WITHIN THE LAST 3 YEARS AND HAVE NOT ALREADY NOTIFIED THEM. 

EXPIRED MARK 1 KITS WILL BE RETURNED

ALL THE MARK 1 PLUS KITS DISTRIBUTED BY THE OFFICE OF EMS HAVE EXPIRED. THE KITS ARE NO LONGER ON THE REQUIRED EQUIPMENT LIST FOR INSPECTION. WE WILL BEGIN TAKING POSSESSION OF THE KITS FOR DISPOSAL THIS MONTH. THE KITS RETURNED MUST AGREE WITH THE LIST OF KITS WE GAVE YOU. ALL KITS MUST BE ACCOUNTED FOR. 
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RACHAEL MURRAY ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT
RACHAEL MURRAY, LONGTIME EMPLOYEE OF THE OFFICE OF EMS, HAS ANNOUNCED HER RETIREMENT THIS MONTH. RACHAEL IS PICTURED ABOVE (THIRD FROM THE RIGHT). WE WISH HER WELL AND WILL MISS HER. 

HOW TO REQUEST SCOPE OF PRACTICE CHANGES
ANY NEW DRUG WHICH DOES NOT FIT UNDER THE CATEGORIES OF THE LAW OR THE SCOPE OF PRACTICE FOR EMS PERSONNEL SHOULD GO THROUGH THE APPROVAL PROCESS FOR CHANGES IN THE SCOPE OF PRACTICE. THIS ALSO INCLUDES TECHNIQUES. THE FIRST STEP IS TO SEND A LETTER TO THE REGIONAL OFFICE IN ORDER TO SEE IF THE DRUG OR TECHNIQUE IS ALREADY APPROVED. IF NOT, THE LETTER WILL BE FORWARDED TO THE OFFICE OF EMS FOR CONSIDERATION. THE PROCEDURES SHOULD NOT BE DONE AND THE DRUGS SHOULD NOT BE GIVEN UNTIL APPROVED FOR SCOPE OF PRACTICE. THE LOCAL MEDICAL DIRECTOR MAY STILL ELIMIMATE THE ADMINISTRATION OF SOME DRUGS AND PROCEDURES FROM THE LOCAL SERVICE EVEN THOUGH APPROVED BY THE GEORGIA SCOPE OF PRACTICE.
EMS SURVEY IS VERY IMPORTANT
THE EMS SURVEY CONDUCTED BY GTRI (GEORGIA TECH RESEARCH INSTITUTE) AS CONTRACTED BY THE GEORGIA EMS ASSOCIATION AND SANCTIONED BY THE OFFICE OF EMS IS VERY IMPORTANT. IT WILL BE USED TO GAUGE THE NEEDS OF THE EMS COMMUNITY FOR FUTURE STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDS. WE MUST HAVE THIS INFORMATION TO ACQUIRE FUNDING TO OFFER GRANTS TO EMS SERVICES IN GEORGIA SUCH AS THE AMBULANCE GRANT, LAPTOP GRANT AND AVL GRANT. FAILURE TO PARTICIPATE MAY ELIMINATE YOU FROM ACQUIRING ANY STATE OR FEDERAL GRANTS THROUGH THIS PROCESS. WE WILL BE DISCUSSING THIS ISSUE AT THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING ON OCTOBER 15. 

COMPLAINT INVESTIGATION DECISIONS

DAVID LOFTIN, EMS PROGRAM DIRECTOR OF REGION 1, OFFERS HIS PHILOSOPHY ON RECOMMENDATIONS RELATED TO COMPLAINTS TO THE OFFICE OF EMS. FIRST, WAS A LAW, RULE, REGULATION OR POLICY VIOLATED? SECOND, WAS THE PATIENTS OR PUBLICS BEST INTEREST SERVED BY THE ACTION OR NON-ACTION? FINALLY, WAS THERE AN ALTERNATIVE WHICH WOULD HAVE RESULTED IN THE SAME OR BETTER OUTCOME WITHOUT VIOLATION OF THE LAW, RULE, REGULATION OR POLICY? PLEASE CONSIDER ALL ALTERNATIVES BEFORE VIOLATING THE LAW AND I AM AVAILABLE TO GIVE GUIDANCE WHEN YOU CONSIDER YOUR OPTIONS. 
EMS COUNCIL TO CONSIDER OFFICERS AND AT-LARGE MEMBERS IN JANUARY
THE EMS COUNCIL IS TAKING NOMINATIONS FOR AT-LARGE POSITIONS ON THE EMS COUNCIL. ALSO NOMINATIONS ARE BEING SOUGHT FROM THE MEMBERSHIP FOR THE OFFICES OF CHAIRMAN, VICE-CHAIRMAN AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. NOMINATIONS ARE TO BE MAILED TO THE REGION 1 EMS OFFICE. 
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FIRST ANNUAL GORDON EMS REGION 1 COOKOUT 
THE FIRST ANNUAL GORDON EMS REGION 1 COOKOUT WAS HELD ON THURSDAY OCTOBER 8 IN CALHOUN IN FRONT OF THE GORDON HOSPITAL. PICTURED ARE STAFF FROM AREA EMS SERVICES SERVED BARBEQUE CHICKEN, POTATO SALAD, GREEN BEANS AND DESERT. THANK YOU GORDON HOSPITAL AND EMS. 
EMS EXPO NEARS

THE NATIONAL EMS EXPO WILL BE HELD AT THE WORLD CONGRESS CENTER IN ATLANTA FROM OCTOBER 26-30, 2009. SEE 
http://www.publicsafetyevents.com/ems/index.po
FOR MORE DETAILS AND TO REGISTER. 
