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REDMOND WINS BID TO MANAGE POLK EMS

THE POLK COUNTY COMMISSION MET THIS WEEK AND DECIDED TO AWARD A BID FROM REDMOND REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER EMS TO MANAGE THE POLK COUNTY EMS SERVICE. THE REASON WAS GIVEN THAT THE AMBULANCES WERE HIGH MILEAGE AND THE COUNTY WOULD HAVE PROBLEMS REPLACING THEM. REDMOND OFFICIALS PROMISED TO SUPPLY AMBULANCE UNITS TO THE SERVICE AND INCREASE THE NUMBER OF 24-HOUR UNITS FROM 3 TO 4. ALL EMPLOYEES WILL BE RETAINED AND MORE WILL BE HIRED TO STAFF THE INCREASED STAFF SIZE. REDMOND WILL BEGIN THE CONTRACT ON JULY 1, 2009. 

WHITFIELD COMMISSION ANNOUNCES BIDDING FOR SERVICE CONTRACT

THE WHITFIELD COUNTY COMMISSION HAS ANNOUNCED THAT IT WILL BE RELEASING AN RFP FOR AMBULANCE SERVICE COVERAGE OF WHITFIELD COUNTY SOON. CONTACT JEFFERY PUTNAM FOR MORE INFORMATION AT 706-259-3730
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GILMER EMS GETS NEW STATIONS

GILMER COUNTY EMS AND THE GILMER COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT HAVE MERGED UNDER A DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY WITH FIRE AND EMS DIVISIONS. THE COUNTY HAS BUILT THREE NEW STATIONS FOR THE COMBINED SERVICE FOR THE FIRE AND EMS UNITS. ONE ADDITIONAL STATION IS PLANNED FOR THE NEAR FUTURE. 

WALKER COUNTY FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES GETS NEW BASE

THE ADMINISTRATION OF WALKER COUNTY FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES HAS MOVED INTO A NEW ADMINISTRATION COMPLEX LOCATED AT 107 ALEX DRIVE IN CHICKAMAUGA. A FIRE TRAINING COMPLEX WILL BE ADDED SOON. ALL LOANER UNITS FOR THE NEW SERVICE HAVE BEEN REPLACED WITH NEWLY PURCHASED UNITS.

GEMSIS WEBSITE UPDATED TO INCLUDE TRAINING RECORDS

THE GEMSIS WEBSITE HAS UNDERGONE AN UPGRADE THAT ENABLES EACH SERVICE TO KEEP EMPLOYEE TRAINING RECORDS ON THE WEBSITE. IT ALSO NOW HAS THE CAPABILITY TO UPLOAD DOCUMENTS SPECIFIC TO THE SERVICE INTO THE SERVICE SECTION. THE FIREHOUSE IMPORT ROUTINE IS NOW WORKING ALSO, WHICH ENABLES FIRE SERVICES TO COMPLETE ONLY ONE COMBINED FIRE/EMS REPORT AND IMPORT THE EMS SECTIONS OF THE REPORT INTO GEMSIS. WELL DONE ANGIE. 

TRAUMA GRANT AWARD RECIPIENTS NOW ON EMS ASSOCIATION WEBSITE

ALL TRAUMA GRANT RECIPIENTS FOR AMBULANCE FUNDING HAVE BEEN POSTED ON THE EMS ASSOCIATION WEBSITE AT 

http://www.ga-ems.com/
THE ONLY RECIPIENT IN REGION 1 IS CHATTOOGA COUNTY. CONGRATULATIONS CHATTOOGA COUNTY.

CRITICAL CARE PARAMEDIC COURSE TO BE OFFERED IN REGION 1

WEST CENTRAL TECHNICAL COLLEGE AND AMBUCARE EMS WILL BE OFFERING A CRITICAL CARE PARAMEDIC PROGRAM BEGINNING ON JUNE 15, 2009 AND ENDING ON JULY 7, 2009. THE MEDICAL COLLEGE OF GEORGIA AND THE UNIVERSITY OR MARYLAND APPROVED THIS COURSE. FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT WEST CENTRAL TECHNICAL COLLEGE CONTINUING EDUCATION DEPARTMENT AT 770-836-6615.

ems office to cease scanning pcr forms 

the region 1 OFFICE WILL cease scanning pcr forms at the end of 2009. the region has four scanners at services and will retain the scanner in the office for use by services continuing to scan forms. we encourage services to go paperless with vendor provided programs or go on-line with the dhr provided program as soon as possible.  we will continue to monitor the gemsis website to insure that all services provide the data as REQUIRED by licensure as ambulance, first responder or neonate services. 

ARRA funding Fire/EMS opportunity. 
 

AN NEW GRANT HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED FOR FIRE SERVICES. FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT THE SITE BELOW:

http://www.firegrantsupport.com/afg/tutorial/2009/2009AFGguidance.pdf 

EMS WEEK NEARS FOR REGION 1

SEVERAL SERVICES HAVE ALREADY ANNOUNCED PLANS FOR EMS WEEK. TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH IN CALHOUN IS INVITING EMS PROFESSIONALS TO ATTEND A N APPRECIATION SERVICE ON SUNDAY MAY 17 BEGINNING AT 11 A.M. A MEAL WILL BE SERVED AFTER SERVICES. THE CHURCH IS LOCATED SOUTH OF CALHOUN ON HIGHWAY 53. RSVP BY MAY 14 BY CALLING 706-625-LOVE.

IN ADDITION, 

May 19, 20 EMS Week celebration at Angel EMS in Fort Oglethorpe

May 19 EMS Week celebrations at Redmond Regional Medical Center in Rome

May 20, 21, 22 EMS Week celebration at new Floyd Medical Center EMS headquarters located at 500 Riverside Parkway from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
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HE’S NOT HERE YET

DAVID FOSTER WHO WAS CHOSEN BY AN INTERVIEW COMMITTEE TO FILL THE VACANT EMS TRAINING COORDINATOR POSITION FOR REGION 1 HAS NOT ARRIVED YET. DHR IS STILL PROCESSING HIS APPLICATION. WE HOPE HE WILL BE ABLE TO REPORT TO WORK ON MAY 16. 

EMS EXPO COMING TO ATLANTA 

THE EMS MAGAZINE HAS ANNOUNCED THAT THE LOCATION OF THE 2009 EMS EXPO CONFERENCE WILL BE ATLANTA, GEORGIA. THE EVENT WILL BE HELD AT THE GEORGIA WORLD CONGRESS CENTER FROM OCTOBER 26 TO 30, 2009. VISIT THE EVENT WEBSITE AT http://www.EMSEXPOEVENTS.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

Ems-c conference announced

the annual georgia ems for children conference has been announced for june 3-4, 2009 at the georgia mountains center in gainesville, ga. a pre-conference workshop for p.e.a.r.s. (pediatric emergency assessment recognition) and stabilization is available for free with a limit of 20 students. the conference offers a variety of subjects with continuing education credits for the ems professional. for more information contact tpeebles@hallcounty.org
WHO WILL WIN STATE AWARDS?

THE NEXT ISSUE WILL INCLUDE THE NAMES OF THE WINNERS OF GEORGIA’S EMS AWARDS TO BE PRESENTED IN FORSYTH ON MAY 14, 2009 AT THE GEORGIA PUBLIC SAFETY TRAINING CENTER.  SEVERAL OF THE NOMINEES ARE FROM REGION 1 SO KEEP YOUR FINGERS CROSSED THAT THEY WILL BE SELECTED. SEE YOU THERE. 

