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EMS BANQUET BREAKS RECORD FOR ATTENDANCE

THE REGION 1 EMS AWARDS BANQUET HELD AT THE ROME CIVIC CENTER ON MARCH 12 AND SPONSORED BY FLOYD MEDICAL CENTER BROKE ALL ATTENDANCE RECORDS FOR THE EVENT. EVERYONE ENJOYED THE MEAL CATERED BY LONGHORN STEAKHOUSE AND THE FELLOWSHIP OF TALKING WITH THE OTHERS IN THE REGION. MANY THANKS TO BUD OWENS AND THE STAFF AT FLOYD MEDICAL CENTER FOR HOSTING THE EVENT. ALSO THANKS TO SHARON SMITH AND THE STAFF AT GORDON COUNTY EMS FOR PRODUCING THE AWARD NOMINATION FORMS. 

REDMOND REGIONAL EMS NAMED EMS SERVICE OF THE YEAR

REDMOND REGIONAL EMS HAS WON SERVICE OF THE YEAR FOR THE SECOND TIME. DIRECTOR ROBERT EARLY WAS PRESENT TO RECEIVE THE PLAQUE AND TROPHY AT THE AWARDS BANQUET. 

LARRY BALLEW WINS STANLEY PAYNE AWARD

LARRY BALLEW, DIRECTOR OF MURRAY COUNTY EMS WAS NAMED THE DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR. CONGRATS, LARRY

PAUL LOWE WINS DANNY HALL AWARD

PAUL LOWE OF GORDON COUNTY EMS HAS WON THE DANNY HALL MEMORIAL MEDIC OF THE YEAR AWARD. PAUL ALSO PROVIDES MEDICAL COVERAGE FOR MOVIE FILM SETS AND TELEVISION PRODUCTIONS. 

MICHAEL OTTING WINS EMT OF THE YEAR

MICHAEL OTTING OF WALKER COUNTY FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES HAS BEEN NAMED THE 2009 EMT OF THE YEAR. CONGRATULATIONS MICHAEL.

TODD ROBINSON WINS MIKE MILLER AWARD

TODD ROBINSON OF CHEROKEE FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES HAS BEEN NAMED THE 2009 WINNER OF THE MIKE MILLER EMS EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR AWARD. CONGRATULATIONS, TODD

DR. KEVIN HARDWELL WINS DR HAMILTON AWARD

DR. KEVIN HARDWELL OF FLOYD MEDICAL CENTER HAS WON THE DR. VIRGINIA HAMILTON SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD. CONGRATULATIONS DR. HARDWELL. 

TIE FOR DR. CREEL AWARD 

THIS YEAR FOR THE FIRST TIME THERE WAS A TIE FOR THE DR. JAMES H. CREEL JR. EMS PIONEER AWARD. THE FIRST WINNER WAS RICHARD HIGHTOWER SR. OF AMBUCARE EMS AND THE SECOND WINNER WAS DON TAYLOR OF BOTH GORDON COUNTY EMS AND FLOYD MEDICAL CENTER EMS. CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU BOTH. 

FANNIN COUNTY CREW WINS DR. GRAY AWARD

WILLIAM DON PATTERSON AND RANDALL EPPERSON WON THE 2009 DR. A. RICHARD GRAY EXCELLENCE IN TRAUMA AWARD. THE CALL WAS FOR A YOUNG MALE INVOLVED IN AN AUTOMOBILE CRASH WHO SUFFERED FIVE LIVE THREATENING INJURIES. THE CREW EXTRICATED HIM IN 8 MINUTES AND WITHIN ANOTHER FIVE MINUTES HE WAS BEING EVACUATED BY HELICOPTER TO ERLANGER MEDICAL CENTER. HE MADE A FULL RECOVERY. 

DAVID LOFTIN RECEIVES CHAIRMAN’S AWARD

DAVID LOFTIN, EMS PROGRAM DIRECTOR, RECEIVED THE CHAIRMAN’S AWARD FROM BUD OWENS AT THE BANQUET. 

AMBULANCE RULES AND REGULATIONS ARE APPROVED

THE LONG AWAITED AMBULANCE RULES AND REGULATIONS HAVE BEEN APPROVED AND INCLUDE FOR THE FIRST TIME REGULATIONS FOR AIR AMBULANCE SERVICES. THE RULES WILL BE POSTED SOON ON THE OFFICE OF EMS WEBSITE. THE OFFICE OF EMS WILL BE BUSY RE-WRITING THE POLICIES TO CONFORM TO THE NEW RULES. 

WEST CENTRAL TECH AND AMBUCARE ANNOUNCE CRITICAL CARE PARAMEDIC COURSE

THE CRITICAL CARE PARAMEDIC PROGRAM SPONSORED BY MEDICAL COLLEGE OF GEORGIA IN AUGUSTA WILL SOON BE AVAILABLE AT WEST CENTRAL TECHNICAL COLLEGE IN WACO, GEORGIA. THE COURSE WILL BEGIN ON JUNE 15, 2009 AND WILL END ON JULY 7, 2009. THIS WAS A COOPERATIVE VENTURE BETWEEN WEST CENTRAL TECHNICAL COLLEGE AND AMBUCARE EMS. BROCHURES ARE AVAILABLE THOUGH THE SCHOOL OR THROUGH REGION 1 EMS. THE TUITION WILL BE $2000. CONGRATULATIONS ON BRING THIS COURSE TO US. 

DHR TO BE SPLIT INTO THREE AGENCIES.

JULY 1, 2009 IS THE TARGET FOR A TRANSITION FROM ONE AGENCY TO THREE. THE OFFICE OF EMS WILL BE MOVED UNDER THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY HEALTH. PLEASE BE PATIENT WHILE WE MAKE THIS MOVE. 

APPROVAL GIVEN TO HIRE TRAINING COORDINATOR IN REGION 1

THE APPROVAL HAS BEEN GIVEN TO BEGIN RECRUITING TO FILL THE POSITION OF REGION 1 EMS TRAINING COORDINATOR TO REPLACE JIM CUTCHER WHO LEFT TO BECOME DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE WALKER COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT. WE ARE TRYING TO PLACE SOMEONE IN THE POSITION BY APRIL 16, 2009.
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EMS DAY AT THE CAPITOL A SUCCESS

THE ANNUAL EMS DAY AT THE CAPITOL HAD A FOCUS THIS YEAR – TO PASS THE BILLS, WHICH SUPPORTED THE CREATION OF A STATEWIDE TRAUMA SYSTEM. MANY OF YOU WERE THERE AND I APPRECIATE YOUR PRESENCE. 

WE HAD A LARGE TURNOUT AND GOVERNOR SONNY PURDUE MADE AN APPEARANCE AS WELL AS MANY OF YOUR LOCAL LEGISLATORS. 
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TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE TO CONSIDER ZONE PLAN CHANGES

TWO CHANGES IN THE REGION 1 EMS ZONING PLAN HAVE BEEN PROPOSED AND WILL BE CONSIDERED AT THE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING ON APRIL 6, 2009 AT 1:00 P.M. AT THE WHITFIELD COUNTY 911 CENTER. THE FIRST CHANGE WOULD LIMIT REAPPLICATIONS FOR A ZONE REFUSED APPLICATION FOR A ZONE TO ONE YEAR FROM THE TIME OF REFUSAL. THE SECOND CHANGE WOULD LIMIT THE RESPONSE OF NON-ZONED AMBULANCE RESPONSES REQUESTED THROUGH 911 CENTERS TO NON-EMERGENCY WITH THE ZONED SERVICE BEING DISPATCHED IN EMERGENCY STATUS TO THE CALL. 

WHO WILL WIN STATE AWARDS?

THE ANNUAL GEORGIA EMS AWARDS BANQUET WILL BE HELD ON MAY 14, 2009 AT THE GEORGIA PUBLIC SAFETY TRAINING CENTER IN FORSYTH, GEORGIA BEGINNING AT 6:00 P.M. THE AWARDS WILL INCLUDE: 

EMS SERVICE OF THE YEAR

EMT OF THE YEAR

EMS DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR

DR. JOHN B. O’NEAL PIONEER AWARD

DR. ZEB BURRELL, JR. DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

DR. CHARLES B. GILLESPIE MEDICAL DIRECTOR AWARD

MARY BETH BOWNS TRAUMA AWARD

EMS EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR

DR. JOE SIMON PEDIATRIC CALL OF THE YEAR

JOE LANE COX EXCELLENCE IN EMS AWARD

PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND. THE NOMINATION DEADLINE IS APRIL 17, 2009

