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relicensure DEADLINE NEARS
All levels of Georgia ems professionals must re-license on-line on the Georgia office of ems website at http://www.ems.ga.gov/ by June 30, 2010. Services wishing to pay for all employees will use the same location beginning on May 10, 2010. Individuals not completing re-licensure by June 30, 2010 will pay a penalty fee until December 31, 2010 and cannot work on a licensed vehicle until properly licensed. All ems personnel who do not re-license by December 31, 2010 will be revoked. Individual audits will begin after January 1, 2011. 

CRAIG STUBBS RESIGNS FROM REGION 4 AS TRAINING COORDINATOR
Craig Stubbs, Region 4 EMS Training Coordinator, has submitted his resignation. Billy Watson, Region 4 EMS Program Director, is serving as the interim Georgia Office of EMS Director. Applicants for the positions of Director and Deputy Director for the Georgia Office of EMS are being sought. Craig was processing the Georgia EMS Educator licenses and this job has been transferred to John Vickers of Region 6. 
LAURA BRACCI OF AHA LEAVES

Laura Bracci, Georgia State Health Alliance Director of the American Heart Association, has announced that due to National reorganization, her position has been eliminated. Laura was involved in the STEMI and Stroke initiatives for the American Heart Association in Georgia. We wish her well. 

TRANSPORT OF MENTAL HEALTH PATIENTS
The issue of transporting involuntary mental health patients has reappeared in other regions. The Georgia Mental Health law  (OCG.A 37-1) does not include EMS personnel as persons who can decide whether a patient can be transported involuntarily because of mental health problems. Physicians, mental health personnel such as psychiatrists and police officers may order involuntary transport but not EMTs. The law specified that the police agencies are authorized to transport patients against their will to the local hospital for evaluation. The county agency then decides how the patient is transferred to another facility.  The entire law is posted in the library section of the Region 1 EMS website. 
STROKE SYSTEM IN GEORGIA EXAMINED

The American Heart Association, EMSMDAC and the Coverdell Stroke Registry are involved in establishing a stroke response system in Georgia. The mechanism of designating primary stroke centers is in place. Floyd Medical Center, Redmond Regional Medical Center and Hamilton Medical Center have been designated by a process which begins with the approval as a primary stroke center by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Hospitals and ends with Georgia designation. No criteria exist for designation of remote stroke centers and the committee will establish the guidelines. Also am EMS triage mechanism for identifying patients who should be transported to stroke centers will be developed.  David Loftin serves on this committee. 

RONNIE LOWERY RETIRES FROM BARTOW EMS

Ronnie Lowery of Bartow County EMS has retired. His retirement party was held in the bay of the number 1 station of Bartow EMS in Cartersville on June 3, 2010. He had served Bartow EMS for 33 years. Good luch Ronnie. 

MURRAY COUNTY AED DISTRIBUTION NEARS
The final phase of the Rural AED grant will be implemented soon in Murray County and school systems in Fannin, Gilmer and Murray counties. 

The AED training of fire and police agency personnel is currently underway. The agencies involved will be Chatsworth, Eton and Murray County Fire Departments; Eton, Chatsworth Police Departments and the Murray County Sheriff’s Department.  One AED will also be placed in each school in all three counties. Thanks to Murray County EMS, Larry Ballew and Tony Headrick for their assistance. 

EMS INSTRUCTOR UPDATE SCHEDULED
The first of four EMS Instructor updates has been scheduled for June 17 at Gilmer County EMS in Ellijay. These events will give EMS educators hours of required continuing education in order for their license renewal as EMS Educators. Several other events are in the planning stages. Contact David Foster for more information at 706-295-6176 or by dtfoster@dhr.state.ga.us
JEFFERY PUTNAM ACCEPTS NEW JOB
Jeffery Putnam has resigned his position as Director of EMS Operationsin Whitfield County  to take a job as the Regional Director of Disaster Response for the American Red Cross in a 10 county region in northwest Georgia. His last day is June 21. Jeffery serves previously as the EMA Director of Gordon County and presently serves on the EMS Council. Good luck Jeffery. 
HOW IMPORTANT IS A STEMI PROGRAM?
The ST elevation in Myocardial Infarction (STEMI) program is based on immediate identification of myocardial infarctions in the field and rapid transportation of the patient to a cardiac catherization lab within 90 minutes. This program is designed save heart muscle preventing complications of heart attacks, including sudden death, congestive heart failure and cardiogenic shock. The program requires each participating ambulance service to have 12-lead EKG monitors and a method of transmitting them to a STEMI hospital. 12 Lead EKGs also provide information which can predict treatment options that will benefit the patient. Every ambulance service should have this program in their 5 year plan goals. The motto is “Time is Heart Muscle”. 
CHANGES IN REGIONAL EMS PROGRAMS

The Office of EMS has announced that Shirley Starling has been appointed as the Regional EMS Program Director for Region 9 (Savannah/Brunswick). She has served for a number of years as the interim director. Also announced is the appointment of Chris Threldkeld as the EMS program Director for Region 10 (Athens). Chris previously served as the EMS Program Director for Region 5 (Macon). Other changes are in the works to fill other positions.
CARDIAC ARREST STUDY
The Region 1 EMS Office is
studying the response of each county to cardiac arrests. The purpose of this study is to determine how well the agencies are responding to cardiac arrests. The results are available from 
David Loftin. 
REFRESHER COURSE TO BE HELD AT REDMOND EMS

Georgia EMS Academy will be conducting a National Registry Refresher program in Rome on September 7-9, 2010 at Redmond Regional Medical Center. Contact for the course is 404-806-0584 or info@georgiaemsacademy.com. A portion of the course will be on-line and the rest will be classroom. 

HEAT EMERGENCIES

The heat index this summer will easily be over 100 degrees. Be on the alert for heat emergencies such as heat cramps, heat exhaustion and heat stroke. As the body loses salt by sweating and the intake of just water further reduced the sodium level in the body, the balance of sodium and potassium is altered causing muscle cramps and possible life-threatening conditions. When the level of potassium is low, the heart is more prone to ventricular beats and cardiac arrest through ventricular fibrillation and tachycardia. Also as the mechanism for maintaining body temperature by evaporation of sweat, conduction, convection and radiation break down during hot humid days; the core body temperature may rise above 103 degrees and become life-threatening. Rapid cooling may be necessary to save the patient’s life. Be sure that your vehicle air-conditioning is working. Also high temperatures may alter IV fluids and drugs effects on the body. Always keep your IV fluids and drugs within the manufacturers recommended storage temperature. Do not leave them in a uncontrolled temperature environment such as an ambulance sitting in the sun without air conditioning. Also take care of yourself and your partner and avoid over-heating during your duty hours. 






