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JIM CUTCHER TO LEAVES REGION 1 EMS TO BECOME DIRECTOR WALKER COUNTY EMS

JIM CUTCHER, REGION 1 EMS TRAINING COORDINATOR FOR 10 YEARS, HAS LEFT REGION 1 EMS TO BECOME THE ASSISTANT CHIEF OF WALKER COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT IN CHARGE OF THE NEW WALKER COUNTY EMS SERVICE. JIMS RETIREMENT PARTY WAS HELD ON JANUARY 2, 2009 AT THE REGION 1 EMS OFFICES. JIM WILL BE HONORED WITH A RESOLUTION AT THE NEXT REGION 1 EMS COUNCIL MEETING ON JANUARY 21, 2009 AT 11:00 A.M. IN DALTON AT THE WHITFIELD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT.  JIMS ANNOUNCEMENT FOLLOWS THE RETIREMENT OF LINDA AVERY IN OCTOBER. THE ONLY FULL-TIME PERSON LEFT AT THE REGION 1 EMS OFFICE WILL BE DAVID LOFTIN. 
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MARTY BILLINGS ANNOUNCES RESIGNATION

MARTY BILLINGS, DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE OF EMS AND TRAUMA HAS ANNOUNCED HIS RESIGNATION TO WORK IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR. THERE HAS BEEN NO ANNOUNCEMENT ON A REPLACEMENT AT THIS TIME BUT THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR POSITION IS ALSO VACANT. WE WISH MARTY WELL IN HIS NEW JOB AND THANK HIM FOR HIS EFFORTS TO IMPROVE EMS IN GEORGIA. 

REGION 1 EMS COUNCIL MEETING

SCHEDULED

THE NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED REGION 1 EMS COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON JANUARY 21, 2009 AT 11:00 A.M. IN DALTON AT THE WHITFIELD COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT. 
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THE PASSING OF A LEGEND

HUTCHESON MEDICAL CENTER EMS HAS BEEN IN OPERATION FOR MORE THAN 30 YEARS AND HAS BEEN ONE OF THE MOST DECORATED SERVICES IN THE REGION WINNING THE EMS SERVICE OF THE YEAR FOUR TIMES. THE REGIONAL EMS SYSTEM WAS DESIGNED USING THE MODEL OF HUTCHESON MEDICAL CENTER EMS COVERAGE OF DADE, WALKER AND CATOOSA COUNTIES. WE SALUTE HUTCHESON MEDICAL CENTER, IT’S EMS DIRECTORS BOTH PRESENT AND FORMER AND ALL THE EMPLOYEES FOR A GOOD JOB FOR MANY YEARS. 

NEW SERVICES NOW IN OPERATION IN DADE AND WALKER COUNTIES

ANGEL EMS IS NOW COVERING ALL OF CATOOSA COUNTY, LIFEGUARD EMS IS NOW COVERING ALL OF DADE COUNTY AND WALKER COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES IS COVERING ALL OF WALKER COUNTY UNDER NEW ARRANGEMENTS. 
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WALKER COUNTY EMS: ONE OF FIRST CALLS IS ONE OF THEIR OWN

One firefighter, Jarrett Little, 24, of Fort Oglethorpe, was killed and two others were injured when the fire engine they were manning went out of control and crashed at McFarland Avenue and Mission Ridge Road. Firefighters Matt Mills and Adam Lozano were transported to a local emergency room where they were treated and released from Erlanger Hospital's emergency room.

Walker County Sheriff Steve Wilson said the crash happened just before 11 p.m. New Years Eve as the firefighters were en route to a 911 call about a small fire in a chimney on Windy Leigh Circle. Firefighter Little was stationed at the Chickamauga Fire Station last night when the alarm came in. Donations to help with funeral services may be left at the Walker County Fire stations. Visitation will be at the heritage funeral home on battlefield parkway from 2-8 p.m. on january 3. the funeral will be at walker county civic center on january 4 beginning at 3:00 p.m.

STATUS OF NEW RULES AND REGULATIONS 

THE DRAFT OF THE NEW EMS RULES AND REGULATIONS WHICH INCLUDE THE AIR AMBULANCE REGULATIONS CAN BE FOUND AT 

http://health.state.ga.us/programs/ems/index.asp THIS DRAFT WAS OPEN FOR PUBLIC COMMENT UNTIL DECEMBER 25, 2008 AND COMMENTS WERE RECEIVED AT A public hearing ON December 23, 2008, 
All comments received will be summarized in a report to the Board which will consider final

adoption of these proposed Rules at its regular meeting starting at 1:00 PM on Wednesday,

January 21, 2009, in the DHR Board Room 29.250, 2 Peachtree Street, Atlanta, Georgia 30303.

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS MEETS WITH GEORGIA

THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS TRAUMA SYSTEM EVALUATION AND PLANNING COMMITTEE IS SCHEDULED TO MEET WITH GEORGIA AT THE GEORGIA TECH HOTEL AND CONFERENCE CENTER LOCATED AT 800 SPRING STREET FROM JANUARY 4- JANUARY 8, 2009. A RECEPTION IS SCHEDULED FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 BEGINNING AT 5:00 P.M. 

changes in training records checks

region 1 ems will begin a check of training records on record in rome and may be asking for faxed copies of cards to reduce the time spent checking these on site due to personnel shortages and travel restrictions. 

a message from region 1

region 1 ems is now staffed with only 1 person – david loftin. i may ask you to do things that you are not used to do and may be not convenient to you such as bringing new ambulances to my office to be checked or faxing cards to my office to verify training status of employees. i will try to schedule multiple things to do each time i leave the office but i will always be available on my cell phone at 706-290-4472. always call me to be certain i will be in the office before you come.  i hope that this will be only temporary and that i will be allowed to fill one of the two vacant positions in the near future. thanks in advance for your understanding. 

2009 georgia legislative session

the 2009 georgia legislative session will begin soon please view the bills on file at

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/fread/sprefile.htm
http://www.legis.ga.gov/legis/2009_10/fread/hprefile.htm

the legislation this year is vitally important because of the tight budget. please keep track of the legislative process as it relates to ems and trauma this year. i will soon include a link on the links page of the region 1 website so that you can link automatically.

