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MINUTES


Prior to the meeting David Loftin presented medallions for EMS Service of more than 20 years.



The meeting was called to order with a quorum present by the chair. 



A motion was made by Curtis Vincent and seconded by Larry Owens to approve the minutes of the last council meeting as circulated.  The motion passed unanimously.  Mr. Loftin stated that a change should be made the minutes of the last Executive Committee to include the sentence “The chair appointed Herbert Dodd and Christy Harris to fill midterm vacancies for council positions in Chattooga County.”



Three proposed by-laws amendments were presented by the second reading and were considered by vote for approval. The chair stated that this would require a 2/3 vote by the council.


Jim Cutcher made a motion to approve the bylaws amendments and was seconded by Curtis Vincent as follows:

Northwest Georgia Region 1 Emergency Medical Services Council bylaws as Amended January 14, 2010 page 3 Section 3 – TERMS OF APPOINTMENT, sentence 2

From- “Terms shall begin on July 1 and end on June 30.”

To – “Terms shall begin at the meeting on the third Thursday of January.”  

Northwest Georgia Region 1 Emergency Medical Services Council bylaws as Amended January 14, 2010 page 7 Article VII, Section 1 – THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, sentence 2

From – “The Executive Committee shall meet on the first Thursday of each month preceding the regular EMS Council meetings to determine the agenda and conduct business.”

To – “The Executive Committee shall meet on the third Thursday immediately preceding the regular EMS Council meetings or as directed by the chair to determine the agenda and conduct business.

Page 4   Section 5 – RESIGNATION, REMOVAL AND REINSTATEMENT; paragraph 3

 “Any member appointed to the Council by virtue of holding a particular job shall be deemed to have resigned by the Council should the member lose the position which employed the appointment to the Council.”

 “The removal of a member may be executed at the request of their appointing county commission.”

Prior to the vote, there was a discussion on amendment three. Mr. Loftin explained that the initial consideration was to replace the first sentence with the last sentence but it was decided at the last meeting to instead add the second sentence and retain the first sentence. The chair explained that the first sentence was too vague in enabling a county commission to remove a council member before the term expires. Mr. Loftin explained that when this question arose, he consulted the Office of EMS in Atlanta to see if they would interpret this statement in the bylaws. It was their opinion that the county commissioners should be able to remove members. This statement in the bylaws was a part of the template for bylaws supplied by the Office of EMS. Mr. Loftin stated that previously he though the statement referred to the suggested composition of the council as stated in the bylaws. One example was that if a person occupied a council position as representing the air ambulance industry and he left employment from an air ambulance service, then it would be considered a resignation from the council. It was decided at the last meeting to retain the first sentence but to also add the second sentence to clarify the right of the county commissioners to remove a member before the term expired. 


All three of the amendments passed unanimously. 



A motion was made by Bud Owens to take motion to open the zoning plan for discussion of administrative changes off the table. The motion was seconded by Jeff Putnam. Craig Norton stated that he wanted to withdraw the motion he made previously to open the zoning plan for consideration of administrative changes. Sloan Elrod stated that he wanted to withdraw the second of the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  The zoning plan is closed. 


Dr. Jill Mabley addressed the council to submit her resignation from the Executive Committee and the EMS Council as a result of her recent appointment as the State EMS Medical Director for the Georgia Office of EMS and Trauma. She stated that she will still be attending the council meetings when possible. Dr. Mabley was thanked for her service to the Council and the Region. 



The chair presented a plaque to David Loftin for his service to the Council and the Region. The plaque contained the following resolution:

“For the purpose of recognizing David Loftin, and inviting him to appear before the Region 1 Emergency Medical Services Council meeting, and for other purposes. Whereas, David Loftin has over three decades of dedicated service to the citizens of the State of Georgia and the Northwest Georgia Region 1 Office of Emergency Medical Services, through his devotion by providing vision, support, coordination, and leadership for the implementation and development of emergency medical services in the Region and the State of Georgia, and; Whereas, David Loftin has served as the Regional Training Specialist and Regional Program Director of the Georgia Region 1 Office of Emergency Medical Services and Trauma collectively for over 30 years; resulting in increased availability, quality of ambulance services, and knowledge by providers in Georgia, and; Whereas, David Loftin has provided knowledge and expertise in all manners of emergency medical service system development and maintenance of EMS Systems in Georgia; and; Whereas, David Loftin has at all times demonstrated a professional and courteous demeanor to all persons requesting his assistance; Now, therefore; be it resolved by the Region 1 Emergency Medical Services Council, that the members of this council honor our friend and colleague C. David Loftin, for his dedicated service to the EMS Community of Georgia and, we congratulate him on his retirement.” The resolution was signed by Russell McDaniel, Randy Pierson, Larry Owens, Dr. Jill Mabley, Lonnie Oliver, Courtney Taylor, Craig Norton, Jeff Putnam and Lana Duff. Mr. Loftin thanked the council and stated that it was his goal to leave the region better than he found it. He stated that he believed that his mission was accomplished but would have not been possible with the help from everyone in the region. 


David Foster asked for a meeting of the Awards Committee immediately after the Council meeting. The chair appointed the following persons to the committee: Tommy Sanders, Jim Cutcher, Jeff Putnam. 



The next meeting will be held at the Region 1 EMS Offices located at 1309 Redmond Road in Rome, GA on January 20, 2011 beginning at 11:00 a.m. [The meeting will be preceded by a meeting of the Executive Committee at 10:00 a.m.]


Kelly Buddenhagen asked for the meeting of the Nominating Committee to be held at the same date and location at 9:00 a.m. 



A motion was made to adjourn by Jeff Putnam, seconded by Danny West. The motion carried and the meeting was adjourned. 
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