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Minutes


Russell McDaniel introduced Buck Coalston who welcomed everyone to Polk County and gave the invocation. The meal was sponsored by Redmond Regional Medical Center EMS. 


Jennie Ballentine from Redmond Regional Medical Center Stroke Center gave a presentation about Stroke. The presentation and the Council meeting are being considered for con-ed hours for all EMS professionals attending by the Office of EMS. 


Russell McDaniel called the meeting to order with a quorum present.  The chair appointed Herbert Dodd and Christy Harris of Chattooga County as mid-term vacancies. 


The first order of business was approval of the previous minutes. A motion was made to approve the minutes as circulated by Larry Owens, seconded by Jeff Putnam and the minutes were approved. 



David Loftin recognized Buck Coalston for his years of service. 



The report of the Executive Committee was given by David Loftin. The chair asked that the agenda items XII and XIII be moved forward on the agenda so that could be considered for approval during the Executive Committee report. Mr. Loftin reported that the Executive Committee considered three bylaws amendments. 

Northwest Georgia Region 1 Emergency Medical Services Council bylaws as Amended January 14, 2010 page 3 Section 3 – TERMS OF APPOINTMENT, sentence 2

From- “Terms shall begin on July 1 and end on June 30.”

To – “Terms shall begin at the meeting on the third Thursday of January.”  

This was the first reading of this bylaws change. 

Northwest Georgia Region 1 Emergency Medical Services Council bylaws as Amended January 14, 2010 page 7 Article VII, Section 1 – THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, sentence 2

From – “The Executive Committee shall meet on the first Thursday of each month preceding the regular EMS Council meetings to determine the agenda and conduct business.”

To – “The Executive Committee shall meet on the third Thursday immediately preceding the regular EMS Council meetings or as directed by the chair to determine the agenda and conduct business.

This was the first reading of this proposed bylaws change. 



This was scheduled to the second reading of a proposed bylaws change. However, the Executive Committee amended the bylaws change so that this will be the first reading of the new bylaws change. The new amendment will include both of the statements and not just one. 
Page 4   Section 5 – RESIGNATION, REMOVAL AND REINSTATEMENT; paragraph 3

 “Any member appointed to the Council by virtue of holding a particular job shall be deemed to have resigned by the Council should the member lose the position which employed the appointment to the Council.”

 “The removal of a member may be executed at the request of their appointing county commission.”



The chairman has announced a called meeting so that these amendments can be read the second time and considered for approval. The called meeting will be on Wednesday, December 8, 2010 at 150 Chattin Drive in Canton, Georgia. The office number is 6784934000. This is Cherokee Fire HQ.



The next item of business is the second reading of the proposed change to the zoning plan. The chair read the following proposed change to the zoning plan. 
“Review the Zoning/Communication plan to amend the procedure of appropriate dispatch of the appropriate zoned ambulance provider upon request for service to the PSAP (911 Center.) The following shall be adopted based on sufficient evidence criteria of efficiency, economy, and benefit to the public welfare. 

Upon request of Emergency Medical Services for emergency conditions to a 911 Center, the zoned ambulance provider shall be dispatched to promptly respond. 

This plan shall not prohibit any person from requesting a “non-zoned provider,” for emergency services through the desired ambulance service’s dispatch center by calling their unique telephone number.”



Bud Owens made a motion that zoning be closed and no action taken. The motion was seconded by Lonnie Oliver. Mr. Owens explained that on August 16, 2010 there was a called meeting of the Executive Committee and Transportation Committee where this proposal was thoroughly discussed and the committee decided not to open zoning. Mr. Owens believed that the committee’s decision deserves consideration because of the time spent and out of respect. The chair argued that the motion made to open zoning for administrative purposes made by Craig Norton was proper since it came from the council during a meeting even though it was not the decision by the Executive Committee. Larry Ballew asked the chairman to confirm that the Executive Committee recommended no action on the zoning plan. The chair stated that the motion to open zoning for administrative changes came from the floor during a council meeting and was passed by a majority vote. Dr. Mabley asked the chair to explain the changes suggested by the proposed zoning plan change. The chair explained that the current zoning plan allows callers to request non-zoned providers through the 911 centers and the 911 centers are obligated to transfer the information on the call to the requested non-zoned provider for response. The proposed change would mean that only zoned providers would be dispatched by 911 centers. 

David Loftin stated that essentially the changes would be 
1. For all calls to 911 centers only the zoned provider would be dispatched 

2. Non-zoned providers would be free to advertize a 10 digit number to obtain emergency 
calls. 



Dr. Mabley asked what would happen if a caller called a 911 center to request a non-zoned service. The chair stated that the Regional EMS Council does not any authority over 911 centers. The chair stated that it would be up to the individual 911 centers about how to handle these calls. Jeff Putnam stated that this could be used against a service with a zoning proposal. 


David Loftin stated that he has placed a copy of a power-point presentation on the back table. This presentation is what the combined meeting of the Executive Committee and Transportation committee viewed before making the decision to not open zoning for administrative purposes. Mr. Loftin stated that the presentation has quotes from many different documents. He further stated that the proposed change would not affect most of the services because they are sole county providers. It would also not affect callers that do not make a specific request for a service calling 911. It would only affect the calls where the caller desired a non-zoned provider through 911. Mr. Loftin argues that the present zoning plan allows the 911 center to send the zoned provider to all calls. It does not prohibit this therefore a change would only affect the dispatch of the non-zoned provider when the caller requests them through 911 centers. We cannot prohibit non-zoned services from obtaining emergency calls. If we eliminate the calls through 911 centers then we must allow the advertizing of 10 digit numbers for emergencies by the non-zoned providers. The calls through the 10 digit numbers would not be recorded and therefore it cannot be proven that the non-zoned providers did or did not receive a private request. The protection of the public through the 911 centers would not be available for callers requesting non-zoned providers through 10 digit numbers. The 911 Rules say that all ambulance services should participate in the 911 system. The 911 Rules also say that the caller should not be asked to redial in an emergency. Therefore if they called 911 and the 911 center asked the caller to redial a 10 digit number, it would violate the 911 Rules. So this change would only affect services in those counties with multiple providers when the caller specifically requests a non-zoned provider. The Georgia 911 Plan is clear that 911 should be the only number for emergencies. 


Lonnie Oliver asked which motion should be considered first. The chair stated the motion to close zoning was inappropriate while a main motion was before the council, and was therefore ruled out of order.. The chair stated that the second motion by Bud Owens should have requested that the first motion be tabled. Bud Owens stated that his motion to close the zone for administrative purposes was proper. The chair asked for a short recess so he could research the validity of closing a motion on the table. 


There was a recess of the council. 



The meeting was reconvened by the chair. 



The chair stated that Roberts Rules of Order stated it would be inappropriate to close zoning with a motion on the table. However on page 68, Section 4 “If an original main motion has been made and a member believes that it do harm for the motion to be discussed in the meeting, he can raise an objection to the consideration of the question provided he does so before discussion has begun or any subsidiary motion has been stated.   The assembly then votes on whether the main motion shall be considered and if there is a 2/3 vote against the consideration then the motion is dropped. The chair stated that Bud Owens motion should be an objection to the consideration of the question. Bud Owens withdrew his motion and asked Lonnie Oliver to withdraw his second. Mr. Owens then made a motion to lay on the table the discussion regarding Mr. Norton’s motion to amend the zoning plan. The motion was seconded by Lonnie Oliver. A voice vote was taken. A voice vote being inconclusive, the Chair called for a division of the yeas and nays by count of hands. The yeas to lay on the table the discussion to amend the zoning plan for administrative changes were 14 and the nays were 3. The yeas having the majority, the motion carried. 


Dr. Mabley gave the Regional Medical Director report. The new scope of practice was the main topic of discussion at the last EMSMDAC meeting. The new scope of practice will be adopted on July 1, 2011 in Georgia which will conform to the new National practice levels of EMR, EMT, AEMT and Paramedic. David Newton has been working with EMSMDAC to develop a new scope of practice consistent with the national scope of practice for these levels. The latest developments in this process were practice standards for patient transfer. The National Scope of Practice for EMTs prohibits the management of drugs that are hanging. The Grady EMS system requested consideration of the scope on transfers because of the large amount of patients transported with antibiotic drips hanging. They desired the use of EMT-I (AEMT in the future) in these transfers. Metro Atlanta Ambulance Service has requested the consideration of a trial study of the use of R.S.I. with paralytics by their paramedics. They have conducted a critical care paramedic class and desire to use these personnel in the place of a nurse for patient transfers from small rural hospitals to large metropolitan hospitals. The proposal includes the training and quality improvement component and will probably be accepted as a trial study by EMSMDAC. A section on the Georgia Scope of Practice will address inter-facility transport skills. This will enable the local medical directors to credential their personnel to perform administration of blood, vasoactive drugs and possibly paralytic administration. This will not be a new license but will restrict the practice of these things to credentialed personnel by the local medical director. This will also include devices such as LVAD or balloon pumps. These changes will allow another option for the transport of patients transferred from rural settings to urban hospitals other than air transport. One of the big issues was blood administration which has been done only by registered nurses. This procedure will be approved if the sending hospital has already checked the blood for administration prior to patient transport. EMSMDAC will have a called meeting on November 11, 2010 to vote on these practice standards. After the meeting those approved will be posted on the State EMS website. Larry Owens asked if paralytics will be approved for initial response. Dr. Mabley stated that these procedures will only apply to transfers for now. Larry Ballew asked if this procedure will be standard for the state or specific for each service. Dr. Mabley stated that there will be requirements by the state for the program in the form of guidelines. Robert Early asked if this will be a tag-on to the present standard of practice or will this be incorporated into the new curriculum. Dr. Mabley indicated that this will not be written into the new curriculum. Another change will enable surgical blades to be used to incise the skin but not the crico-thyroid membrane for cricothyrotomy to prevent skin plugs. The final issue is the removal of taser barbs by EMS personnel. This was changed from police officers only to include EMS personnel because of the issue of tasers to private citizens. 


David Foster gave the training report. He reported that so far this year we have approved 146 continuing education courses, 1842 ½ contact hours reaching 3727 students. We have received all but three rosters from these classes. We have 19 rosters due at the end of the month. David states that we are still receiving the old version of the T-05 form and paper copies faxed to the office. He desires that everyone use the newer version posted on the Region 1 EMS website at http://www.nwgaems.org and send these to him as an e-mail attachment in electronic format. The on-line version of continuing education is on hold. David Foster states that on-line continuing education will be audited so that persons will not be able to scroll past the lecture to take the test. A report must be available to record the amount of time spent on each on-line continuing education activity. This audit does not apply to the State Office of EMS on-line continuing education website. The Region 1 EMS Educator update will be held at the new Bartow County Civic Center in Cartersville on Friday, December 17 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The entire session will be covering the new curriculum and training institute accreditation. The guest lecturer will be Dr. George Hatch from COAEMSP (Committee on Accreditation of Education Programs for the EMS Professions). The session will include a background of COAEMSP and a roundtable discussion on how service based initial training programs can be accredited. This information may be valuable to persons other than instructors such as EMS Directors. The State of Georgia requested that the deadline for meeting the accreditation requirement for initial EMS training programs be moved from 2013 to 2015. This was rejected and remains 2013. [The National Registry will refuse to test any graduates of course not accredited after 2013.] 


David Loftin was asked to leave the room for a discussion on his retirement. 



Bud Owens gave the EMSAC report. He had no new reports on activities of EMSAC.



Kelly Buddenhagen gave the EMS-C report. The next meeting will be on November 30, 2010 following the EMSAC meeting at the Medical College of Central Georgia in Macon and discussion will involve the HRSA grant. 



Keith Puckett, former director of Clark Ambulance Service, said that the service has fallen on hard times and to remember Sam Clark the owner. 



The chair has appointed a nominating committee composed of the following members:

Rick Cobb

Danny West

Courtney Taylor

Joey Pelfrey

Kelly Budenhagen, Chair

Lonnie Oliver

The committee will meet prior to the Executive Committee meeting on January 20, 2011 to consider all nominations for the following officers of the Council:

Chairman

Vice-Chairman

Executive Committee

[The recommendations will be presented to the Council and nominations may be taken from the floor before the council votes.]



A motion was made to adjourn by Tommy Sanders, seconded by Joey Pelfrey and the motion carried. 



The meeting was adjourned. 
Submitted by 

David Loftin, Recording Secretary
Sonny Perdue, Governor





	Clyde L. Reese, III, Esq., Commissioner
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