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Air Life Georgia hosts open house in Jasper
Air Methods Corporation, owner and operator of Air Life Georgia, has opened a new base of operations in Jasper, Georgia. Air Life Georgia hosted an open house and reception on September 17, 2010 which was attended by public safety agencies in and near Pickens county.  The new base of operations is located on-site at the Pickens County Fire and EMS Station adjacent to the Pickens County airport. Air Life Georgia helicopters are currently based in Cobb, Coweta, Hall, Rockdale, Spaulding and now Pickens counties. The number to call for air transport service is 1-888-763-1010. 
Lifeforce to open new base in Blue Ridge
Lifeforce Air Medical has announced that it will be opening a new base in Fannin County on October 14. The helicopter will serve north Georgia, Eastern Tennessee and North Carolina. Flight times to Chattanooga will be 15-30 minutes from this location. 
2010 GTRI Survey being conducted for EMS
The Georgia Tech Research Institute is conducting an EMS Survey to determine EMS needs for grants. Ann Carpenter of GTRI is prepared to receive the online surveys. Each EMS service was mailed a printed version of the survey. If you did not receive on-line access information, please contact Keith Wages at keith.wages@gmail.com. Services not participating in the survey will not be eligible for EMS grants. 
EMS Council considers changes to by-laws and zoning plan

The Region 1 EMS Council is considering changes to the Council by-laws which would enable county governments who have sponsored council members to remove them before the end of their term. The Council is also considering changes to the Regional EMS Zoning Plan at the next meeting.  The next meeting will be on October 21, 2010 at 11:00 a.m. in Cedartown at the Emergency Management building at the intersection of Georgia Highway 27 bypass and Georgia Highway 278. The meal is being sponsored by Redmond Regional Medical Center EMS. The featured speaker will be Jenny Ballentine MN, RN, CCRN of Redmond Regional Medical Center in Rome, Georgia. 

Managing School Bomb Threats Seminar
A free 6 hour program on managing school bomb threats will be conducted at Georgia Public Safety Training Center in Forsyth, Georgia on October 13 from 8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. Preregistration is required. Contact Region 1 EMS for more information at cdloftin@dhr.state.ga.us
Annual Paulding County Public Safety Appreciation Day
The second annual Paulding County Public Safety Appreciation Day will be held on October 9 from 12:00 – 6:00 p.m. in Paulding County at the Paulding Northwest Atlanta Airport off Georgia 278 in Dallas, Georgia. Children’s activities, exhibits and food will be available. 
Floyd Medical Center Training Academy courses

GEMS October 6-7, 2010

PEEP October 13-14, 2010

ACLS Recert October 21, 2010

ATT November 10, 2010
Contact afairel@floyd.org for more information or call 706-509-3820.

State-wide referendum on trauma funding 
A state-wide referendum on trauma funding will be decided by Georgia voters on the November ballot. The proposal will add $10 to all automobile license tag fees to create and sustain a dedicated fund to support an improved statewide trauma system. The Georgia Trauma Care Alliance has organized a campaign for passage of this referendum and asks for your support. 

Region 7 recruiting EMS and Trauma Training Specialist. 

Sam Cunningham, Program Director of EMS Region 7 (Columbus) has announced that he is taking applications to fill the position of an EMS and Trauma Training Specialist. The details are available at:

https://www.careers.ga.gov/jobsearch/jobdetail.asp?ReqNum=419-40051aa
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AEDs donated to Gilmer County School System

Pictured above is Greg Reece, Training Officer for Gilmer County EMS, David Foster and David Loftin of Region 1 EMS presenting AEDs to principals of Gilmer County Schools. The system received 1 AED for each school.  Two additional AEDs were presented for an activity bus and an agricultural barn at one of the schools. The AEDs were part of a $200,000 HRSA grant to provide AEDs to all police and fire vehicles in Gilmer, Fannin and Murray counties. 

Late EMS Service Licenses could cause problems
All EMS Services including Ambulance, Medical First Responder, Neonatal Transport and Air Medical services have 2-year licenses. However each year each service must submit the complete license application and any applicable fees to the Office of EMS. The renewal license application has to be submitted every two years corresponding with the date of the initial license. Failure to submit this license on time will result in the following problems for the service: A revocation of the license and subsequent issuance of a new license. The ambulance zone for this service is assigned to the old license and therefore the zone is open if a new license is issued. Medicare will not pay for any trips during the time period that the license has lapsed until another license is issued. All licenses may be submitted 60 days before expiration. The license forms are available on the Office of EMS website and a reminder letter is mailed to each service 60 days before the license is due to expire. There is really no reason to be late in submitting these licenses. Changes in the licenses may be submitted by marking revision on the first two pages of the license and submitting any documents which have been changed. 
Adding or deleting vehicles is simple

Any EMS Service who adds or deletes vehicles must submit the license package vehicle form and insurance form to the Region 1 EMS Office. This is done to keep an accurate count of the number of vehicles for the service. This is especially important for ambulance service who have to pay $1400 for each vehicle. If you add one and delete one then you owe nothing. 

What we have done together
As I near retirement as your program director, I would like to recognize the things we have accomplished working together. The greatest accomplishment is that we have become one region from 16 individual counties and formed a regional EMS Council where all services and individuals can have input. We now have total Advanced Life Support response and 911 coverage in all 16 counties. All EMTs and Paramedics are well trained from training programs across the Region. The paramedics are specifically trained in ACLS, Trauma and Pediatric courses. Every service now has electronic patient care reporting into a central GEMSIS database. Helicopter services are available from many different locations speeding the delivery of patients to tertiary hospitals. The result has been dramatic improvements in survival and amazing incidents of patients’ complete recovery from injuries and illnesses that would have killed them a decade ago. Who would have believed that heart attacks and strokes could be reversed by STEMI and Stroke Centers? County-wide AED coverage through public safety agencies is now available in all but a few counties. On-line training is now available from the Office of EMS for all EMS personnel. Emergency Preparedness has provided trauma trailers in every other county as well as decontamination equipment. The increased use of e-mail, monthly newsletters and websites keep everyone informed about what is happening around the state and region. The Office of EMS website provides access to policies and forms you need. Re-licensure is now on-line for all EMS personnel through the Office of EMS. There are some areas that we need to improve like accident prevention programs for the public. We have come along way and I hope you continue to improve the system.  






