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KEITH WAGES NAMED NEW OFFICE OF EMS DIRECTOR
Keith Wages has been named the new Georgia Office of EMS Director. Keith has a long history with Georgia EMS serving as program director for Region 9 and 10 as well as Director of the Office of EMS for several years. 

He administered grants from the Trauma Commission and Georgia EMS Association through GTRI for the last several years. Welcome back Keith. 

ERLANGER ENTERS MANAGEMENT CONTRACT WITH HUTCHESON MEDICAL CENTER

Erlanger Medical Center of Chattanooga, Tennessee has announced that it has entered into a management contract to operate Hutcheson Medical Center in Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia. Hutcheson Medical Center has seen low patient census numbers in the last few years. 
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DAVID LOFTIN ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT

David Loftin, Region 1 EMS Program Director, has announced his retirement from state employment effective December 31, 2010. Mr. Loftin has served more than 30 years with the Regional EMS program. His retirement celebration will be held at Oak Hill Church of Christ on Martha Berry Boulevard in Rome on December 28, 2010 from 11A-4P. Recognitions will occur from 1230-1P. There will be more details posted on the Region 1 website about arrangements. The website is http://www.nwgaems.org
EMS COUNCIL SEEKS NOMINATIONS

The Region 1 EMS Council is now seeking nominations for officers on the Council to include chairman, vice-chairman and executive committee members. Please send all nominations to dtfoster@dhr.state.ga.us All officers will be elected at the January 20, 2011 meeting. 
STATE EMS OFFICIALS HOLD TO 2013 DEADLINE FOR ACCREDITATION

The National Association of State EMS Officials (NASEMSO) has voted to affirm the 2013 deadline for the National Accreditation of all EMS Education Programs in order for graduates to take the National Registry exam. Region 1 will be hosting an EMS educator continuing education program in Cartersville on Friday, December 17, 2010 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The guest lecturer will be Dr. George Hatch from COAEMSP (Committee on Accreditation of Education Programs for the EMS Professions). The session will include a background of COAEMSP and a roundtable discussion on how service based initial training programs can be accredited.
Persons other than EMS Educators may attend the session but pre-registration is required through David Foster. 

REDMOND EMS TO HOST APPRECIATION LUNCH
Redmond Regional Medical Center will be hosting an appreciation luncheon on November 11 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. outside the Emergency Department. Catering will be from Shane’s Rib Shack. You don’t have to be on duty to participate. See you there. 

STROKES, CRITICAL CARE PARAMEDICS AND ZONING MAIN TOPICS AT COUNCIL MEETING

Dr. Jill Mabley generated a lot of interest in the scope of practice for paramedics trained as Critical Care paramedics at the October EMS Council meeting. EMSMDAC is considering a credentialing of paramedics by the local medical director to enable them to practice skills as a critical care paramedic. Critical Care Paramedic courses have been popular in the last few years in Georgia. Jennie Ballentine from Redmond Regional Medical Center gave a presentation on Strokes and the issue of opening the zoning plan for possible changes was tabled. A draft of the minutes will be posted on the Region 1 EMS website at http://www.nwgaems.org under the information/Council headings. 

LIFEFORCE EMS NIGHT OUT TO BE HELD IN DALLAS
LIFEFORCE Air Medical will be hosting a free continuing education program at the Wellstar Paulding Hospital on November 11, 2010 beginning at 5:30 p.m. Topics will include Pediatric Foreign Body Aspiration and Respiratory Illnesses. Food will be provided. Pre-registration is encouraged at craig.mcdonald@erlanger.org
GOVERNORS PUBLIC SAFETY AWARDS CEREMONY

The thirteenth Annual Governors Public Safety Awards will be held on November 12, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. at Georgia Public Safety Training Center in Forsyth, Georgia. We encourage everyone to attend wearing uniforms. 

ADVANCED HAZMAT LIFE SUPPORT TO BE HELD IN WACO

The Advanced HAZMAT Life Support provider program will be held on February 7 – 9, 2011 at West Georgia Technical College in Waco, Georgia. Pre-registration is required with no charge if registered before January 24, 2011. Contact Tanneshia Sherrer at 404-616-9735 for more details. 
INTENSIVE CARE PARAMEDIC COURSE TO BE TAUGHT IN SAVANNAH
Rescue Training, Inc will be offering a Certified Intensive Care paramedic program in Savannah, Georgia from November 2 – December 10 on Tuesday, Thursday and Fridays from 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. The cost will be $1500. Contact Carol Crockett at 912-692-8911 for more information. 

LOOK AT WHAT WE HAVE DONE TOGETHER

Hurst Tools in every county

911 in every county

Total Advanced Life Support

A network of Trauma Centers and Stroke Centers

All Paramedics initially trained in ACLS, Trauma and Pediatric courses. 

Network of initial EMS training sites 

Three helicopters based in this region with more from outside

STEMI programs to treat heart attacks

First Responder and AED providers in most counties

A regional EMS Council

Monthly Newsletters and website

Annual EMS Educator training

Electronic medical records (GEMSIS)

On-line continuing education (thanks Mickey Moore and OEMS)

Annual Awards Banquet

HAZMAT Decon available for all counties
Move toward 800 MHz trunking system to link all public safety agencies (thanks Area 6 All Hazards Council)

Preparing for terrorism and natural disasters 

Pre-positioned trauma trailers in every other county. 

Move toward National accreditation for training programs. 

We have done good work. 






